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Officers and Contact Information: 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 
Chairman: Mr Graham Elliott 
Vice Chairman: Mr Gordon Allan 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  
Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          
Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 
Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
SCHEDULED APIARY MEETINGS WILL RESUME IN THE 
SPRING 

Ad-hoc meetings will be advised by email.   

EVENTS 2018 

 WG Beekeepers AGM  -  13th March  - North Hall Loxwood, prompt start 7.30pm 
(Notice page 2; 2017 AGM Minutes page 3; Financial Statement page 4;  

Annual Report page 5; WG Constitution page 6) 
 

 West Sussex Bee Market & Auction  -  21st April  -  Brinsbury Campus 
(See page 10 ) 

 
01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 
01403 752493 grahammt@sky.com 
01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 
01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 
01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 
01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  
 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 
This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 
to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please monitor your email for apiary meeting updates. 

If possible please arrive early this helps the meeting leader to arrange the right 
number of groups and allocate colonies.  Please sign the attendance book. 

 
 WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
MARCH 2018 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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WISBOROUGH GREEN DIVISION 

 
Life President:  Mr Roger Patterson 
Chairman:   Mr Graham Elliott 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott 
Honorary Treasurer: Mr Murray West 

 

 
NOTICE is given to all members of the Wisborough Green Division of West Sussex Bee-
keepers’ Association that the Annual General Meeting is to be held at North Hall, Loxwood on 
Tuesday 13th March 2018, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
It is hoped that as many Members as possible will attend to support the Association. 
 
The meeting will be followed by a talk/discussion on "The Coming Season - are you Prepared?" 
 

AGENDA 
1. Apologies for Absence 
2. Minutes of the AGM, held at Loxwood on 14th March 2017 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Proposed changes to Association Rules 
6. Election of Officers 

 
Present Holders:                                                      Committee Members:                                      
Life President: Roger Patterson    Martin Hill 
Chairman:  Graham Elliott    Caroline Drewett 
Vice Chairman: Gordon Allan    Jeremy Windwood 
Treasurer:  Murray West     Maggie Turner 
Secretary:  Sue Elliott     Richard Gibby 
         Roger Patterson 
 
The present officers and committee members with the exception of Graham Elliott and Sue Elliott 
are prepared to stand for re-election.  Gordon Allan does not wish to seek re-election as Vice 
Chairman.  Nominations for all officers and committee members should be made to the secretary 
secretary@wgbka.org.uk by 6th March at the latest. 
 

7. Any Other Business (as advised to the secretary by 6th March)  

mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
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Minutes of the 70
th

 Annual General Meeting of Wisborough Green Beekeepers Association, held on 14
th

 March 
2017 at the North Hall, Loxwood, at 7.30pm. 
 
Members Present – Roger Patterson, Gordon Allan, Maggie Turner, Graham Elliott, Caroline Drewett, Jeremy Windwood, Mur-
ray West, Richard Gibby, Sue Elliott, Tom Moore, Neil Beer, Jim Heath, Mel Robertson, Vaughn Crofts, Scott Taylor, Judy 
Knight,  Chris Britton, Eric Slade and Guest. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence from Martin Hill, Tom Weston, John Murray, Daisy Day and Meriel Bottle. 

 
2. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting had been previously circulated and they were passed and signed by the 

President. 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report – Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2016 had been previously circulated and a Financial 
Statement, prepared by the Treasurer, was read to the meeting by the Treasurer.  These form an attachment to the Minutes. 
Murray thanked Tom Moore and Gordon Allan for their efforts in the processing, bottling, labelling and assistance in sell-
ing of the Associations honey.  Neil Beer asked if it was viable to have £35,452 sitting in the Bank Account.  Roger ex-
plained the reasons for holding the funds in the current account.  Murray further explained that we were limited to £100 
interest without the need to complete a Tax Return.  Jim Heath proposed and Richard Gibby seconded the adoption of the 
report and all were in favour. 
 

4. Vice Chairman’s Report - had been previously circulated and forms an attachment to the Minutes.  
Caroline Drewett proposed and Neil Beer seconded the adoption of the report and all were in favour. 
 

5. Election of Officers 
 

  The present holders were prepared to stand for re-election.  The position of Chairman had not been filled last year. 
 

 Nominee  Proposer  Seconder 
Chairman:  Graham Elliott  Tom Moore  Caroline Drewett 
Vice Chairman: Gordon Allan  Sue Elliott  Caroline Drewett 
Treasurer:  Murray West  Jim Heath  Richard Gibby 
Secretary:  Sue Elliott  Caroline Drewett Tom Moore 

 
All were in favour. 

 
Committee 

 
All other members were prepared to stand for re-election as follows with the exception of Anne Dennig and Tom Weston 
who had decided to stand down.  Although the President had traditionally attended committee meetings it had been identi-
fied that there was an anomaly in the constitution whereby the President was not automatically a committee member.  
After debate Tom Moore proposed the President for one of the available committee places pending the constitution being 
amended at next year’s AGM to allow the President an automatic place on the committee in the future.  This proposal was 
seconded and all were in favour. 

 
Nominee  Proposer  Seconder 
Martin Hill  Maggie Turner  Richard Gibby 
Maggie Turner  Richard Gibby  Sue Elliott 
Caroline Drewett Murray West  Judy Knight 
Jerry Windwood  Tom Moore  Maggie Turner 
Richard Gibby  Jeremy Windwood Gordon Allan 
Roger Patterson  Tom Moore  Maggie Turner 
 

All were in favour. 
 

6. Appointment of Accounts Scrutineer – Although under the constitution the Scutineer (termed “auditor” in the rules) is 
appointed by the committee it was agreed to continue this year and in future years drop this from the AGM agenda.  Ste-
phen Boyce had agreed to continue to act and was proposed by Murray West and seconded by Richard Gibby. All were in 
favour. 
 

7. Any Other Business – Judy Knight was presented the George Wakeford bowl for Best in Show at last year’s Honey Show 
by the President.  Eric Slade was also presented with the BBKA Certificate for 70 years of beekeeping. 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:15pm 

 
 
President 

 
 
 

Mr Roger Patterson 
 

Date 
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Financial Statement 
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West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association – Wisborough Green Division 
 

Chairman’s Report – February 2018 
 
Mission Statement - To promote the craft of beekeeping and facilitate learning about honey 
bees and their importance in the environment. 
 
I was grateful for the opportunity to act as your Chairman this year.  The last 12 months have been 
eventful and I would like to thank all the committee members for their support and for giving so 
freely of their time.  Many members have also been very supportive to the Division this year by 
helping with events, administration and maintenance at the teaching apiary.  Thank you all.  
 
Those of you who attended last year’s AGM will remember that your committee agreed to review 
the Rules governing the way the Division is managed.  This has now been completed and a draft 
will be presented to you at this year’s AGM in March.  
 
Attendance at our Beginners’ and Improvers’ Day was disappointing.  Nonetheless, a number of 
those who attended continued their training with us through the practical Preliminary sessions at 
the teaching apiary.  Winter Learning sessions were well attended and we experienced a small in-
crease in the number of members supporting the speakers during the winter.  The practical apiary 
sessions included a number of training topics and it is hoped to continue this to encourage as many 
members as possible to attend and to continue to improve their beekeeping skills.  A small number 
of members entered for and passed the BBKA Basic Assessment and by the time you read this Jim 
Ryan will have completed three more Wax Workshops for us.  
 
Membership has remained fairly stable at 144.  We have supported a number of summer events: 
Brinsbury Country Fayre, Loxwood Village Fete and the Cranleigh Show.  Our Honey Show in 
August had just 17 members participating, but this was an improvement on the previous year.  A 
number also enjoyed the end of season supper in October.  
 
The apiary has received the support of a number of members assisting Roger with maintenance 
and bee husbandry, and their willingness to get involved with this important part of our commit-
ment to training is appreciated.  The bees delivered over 250 kgs. of honey and this was extracted 
by a small group twice during the season.  However, as we were unable to find anyone prepared to 
take on the task of storing, filtering and bottling the honey it was sold in bulk to members on the 
day of extraction.  Purchases this year have included a new observation hive and a gas-fired water 
boiler for apiary teas.  A new store has been provided to us by a very generous member in the area.  
 
This year will see the Government publishing its new General Data Protection Regulations in May 
and your committee will be studying these carefully to understand the implications for the Divi-
sion.  
 
Happy Beekeeping!  
 
 
 
 
Graham Elliott  
Chairman  

Annual Report 
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Rationale:  
 
The current rules require that all officers and committee members are elected for a fixed period 
(one year) at which time they retire and may be re-elected. The elected officers are the President, 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary. The rules define the committee as four of the-
se officers (not including the President) and 8 further elected members. Although the President is 
not a member of the committee, he/she is not excluded from standing for election to the commit-
tee.  
 
A couple of years ago at an AGM, we elected a Life President. This was unconstitutional, in that 
our constitution is clear that a president can only be elected for a fixed period. The exercise we are 
undertaking is how to fix the problem without breaking any more rules! The simple solution is to 
change the rules to allow for a Life President. However, If we change the rules to make the Presi-
dent a member of the committee by nature of his office, we create a committee member for life – 
which is contrary to all other Beekeeping Associations (and I would suggest, all other democratic 
groups). Rather than declare the original appointment void, we are recommending that the rules 
are changed to allow for a Life President, which, as noted above does not exclude him/her (or an 
annually elected President) from standing for election to the Committee.  
 
This opportunity has been taken to review all Rules and various amendments have been suggested.  
 
RULES (final draft for AGM 13th March 2018)  
 
1. The name of the Association shall be the Wisborough Green Division (WGBKA) of the West 
Sussex Beekeepers’ Association (WSBKA).  
 
 
2. The objectives of the Association shall be to promote the craft of beekeeping to all and facilitate 
learning about honey bees and their importance in the environment.  
 
 
3. The Association shall be affiliated with the British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA) either 
through West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association or any alternative method approved by the BBKA.  
 
 
4. The Officers shall consist of a President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary and 
Honorary Treasurer. In recognition of long and beneficial service to the Association a President 
may be elected for life, but otherwise all Officers will be elected annually (see Rule 6).  
 
 
5. The affairs of the Association shall be managed by a Committee comprising Chairman, Presi-
dent (but not a Life President), Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer, and 
not more than 8 members. A Life President is not excluded from standing for election to the Com-
mittee. Without exception all Members of the Committee shall retire annually, but shall be eligible 
for re-election at the Annual General Meeting. Nominations to the Committee en bloc shall not be 
accepted. All members shall be individually elected by a show of hands unless a ballot is requested 
by a minimum of 10% of members present or whenever there are more nominations than spaces 
available. All other positions shall be appointed by the Committee and reviewed annually.  
 

Continued on next page 

WG CONSTITUTION 
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6. The Committee may fill any vacancy on the Committee, or co-opt additional members to the 
Committee (who will not be entitled to vote). There must be a quorum of 50% of committee mem-
bers entitled to vote, rounded up for the meeting to be held, one of whom must be an Officer. All 
committee members have an equal vote. All propositions must have a clear majority to be carried.  
 
 
7. There shall be an AGM held at a time and place determined by the Committee and detailed in a 
notice circulated to all members. It shall be held within 3 calendar months of the end of the Finan-
cial Year. This notice will include a statement of accounts which each member will receive at least 
14 days before the AGM. Items for the Agenda shall be submitted to the Honorary Secretary not 
less than 7 days before the meeting.  
 
 
8. An Extraordinary General Meeting shall be called by written request to the Secretary (or their 
deputy) by at least 10% of the membership at the date of the request. The meeting must be called 
within 28 days of the request, with at least 14 days’ notice to members, giving the nature of the 
business to be dealt with. No other matter shall be discussed.  
 
 
9. For the purposes of communicating with members electronic communication shall be accepta-
ble.  
 
10. The Financial Year of the Association shall end on 31st December each year.  
 
11. The accounts of the Association shall be duly scrutinised. The scrutineer, who may be a mem-
ber but must not have had influence regarding the accounts being scrutinized, shall be appointed 
by the Committee.  
 
 
12. The Association is open to full members, partners, country, social, family members, juniors (as 
defined by BBKA) and associates and any other classes as may be introduced by BBKA. Any 
member may be honoured with a life membership in recognition of services rendered to the Asso-
ciation.  
 
 
13. The Annual Subscription shall be determined at each AGM and shall take effect from the fol-
lowing 1st January. Initial subscriptions accepted after 1st September shall include membership 
for the following year. Any member whose subscription remains unpaid after the last day of Feb-
ruary shall cease to be a member, but may be re-admitted. The Committee reserves the right to re-
fuse membership. The Committee is empowered to raise the subscription if, following an AGM, 
there is an increase in unforeseen costs which come into effect before the following AGM.  
 
14. In the event of the dissolution of the Association any assets shall be donated to the West Sus-
sex Beekeepers' Association or its successor.  
 
 
15. These rules shall only be changed at a General Meeting by a vote with a minimum majority of 
two-thirds of the members present and shall come into force as agreed at the AGM.  
 
END  
 
10th January 2018  
 
Date of Original Rules: 9th February 1974  
Date of First Amendment: 15th February 1975  
Date of this Amendment: 13th March 2018  

See page 8 of this newsletter for a 
copy of the current WG Constitution 
for comparison.   
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Current WG Constitution 
 
 
WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION WISBOROUGH GREEN DIVISION  
 
RULES  
 
1. The name of the Association shall be the Wisborough Green division of the West Sussex Bee-
keepers' Association.  
 
2. The objects of the Association shall be the promotion of Beekeeping generally, including Bee-
keeping education.  
 
3. The Officers shall consist of a President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary and 
Honorary Treasurer.  
 
4. The Committee shall consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary and Honor-
ary Treasurer, and not more than 8 members. In the event of more than 8 nominations being re-
ceived, there will be a ballot vote. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt, but unless re-
placing a Committee member, those co-opted shall not have the power to vote. There must be a 
quorum of 6 for the meeting to be held.  
 
5. All Officers and Members of the Committee shall retire annually, but shall be eligible for re-
election at the Annual General Meeting. Nominations of the Committee en bloc will not be ac-
cepted. Delegates to the W.S.B.K.A. Committee shall be elected by the Committee.  
 
6. There will be an Annual General Meeting held at a time and place determined by the Commit-
tee and detailed in a notice circulated to all members. It will be held within 3 months of the end of 
the Financial Year. This notice will include a statement of accounts which each member will re-
ceive at least 14 days before the Annual General Meeting. Items for the Agenda to be submitted 
to the Honorary Secretary not less than 7 days before the meeting.  
 
7. The Financial Year of the Association shall end on 31st December each year.  
 
8. The accounts of the Association shall be duly audited, the auditors to be appointed by the Com-
mittee.  
 
9. The Association is open to full members, family members, juniors and associates. Any member 
may be honoured with a life membership in recognition of services rendered to the Association.  
 
10. A junior is a person receiving full-time education.  
 
11. The Annual Subscription will be determined at each Annual General Meeting and will take 
effect from the following 1st January. Initial subscriptions accepted after 1st October will cover 
membership for the following year. Any member whose subscription remains unpaid after the last 
day of February shall cease to be a member, but may be re-admitted. The Committee reserves the 
right to refuse membership. The Committee is empowered to raise the subscription to cover the 
cost of any future increase in levies or capitation fees.  
 
12. In the event of the dissolution of the Association, any assets will be donated to the West Sus-
sex Beekeepers' Association.  
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 
 
For those who read each edition of the newsletter, you will have noticed the absence of ’Tales 
From An Out-Apiary’ in the first two publications of this year; other commitments took priority 
and I was hindered by a failing laptop; but I can now once again put pen to paper (or fingers to 
keyboard). 
 
Although the spring equinox is not until March 20th, the bees are already hard at work on the 
warmer days.  Today is the 25th day of February and there has been a chilly wind for a few days 
now; even so, the bees have been flying for short spells, gaining warmth from the sun.  However 
the forecast is for the temperature to continue to drop this coming week, forcing the bees into clus-
ter once again.  This may cause problems within the hive if the bees are short of food near the 
cluster, or if the brood nest has expanded beyond the extent of the cluster; with the possibility of 
brood on the perimeters of the nest becoming chilled.  As a beekeeper you can do nothing to avoid 
chilled brood, but you can prevent your bees from starving.  As a precaution, I have a tub of fon-
dant placed above the central feedhole in the crownboard of each hive; so this food source will 
hopefully be directly above the cluster should the bees need it. 
 
This is a good time of year to set-out your apiary plans for the coming spring, summer and au-
tumn.  You need to be prepared for the start of the next active beekeeping period; this can be as 
early as the beginning of March, depending on the weather.  Many apiarists fall into the trap of 
reactive rather than proactive beekeeping; hastily undertaking swarm prevention measures when 
finding queen cells, instead of planning appropriate swarm control in advance of any queen cells 
appearing.  Don’t get caught out, especially if the active season kicks off early in the spring; make 
your plans during the next couple of weeks. 
 
For those of you who attended the West Sussex Convention at Lodge Hill yesterday, you will have 
had the opportunity to listen to some interesting seminars, including one on swarm control.  For 
those new to beekeeping, swarming can seem a bit of a minefield with more than one method, and 
ways of describing what to do.  If you are still unsure, read about it in books and ask established 
beekeepers questions now; don’t wait until you see a queen cell in your hive before admitting that 
you don’t understand something; by the time you’ve found the answer, your bees may have 
swarmed! 
 
Remember that things don’t always happen as written in books; we are all too often at the mercy 
of the weather, affecting the supply of forage, development of brood, availability of drones, and 
the success of queen rearing and mating flights.  If the weather warms up and then we get a cold 
spell and dearth of available forage in May and June, drone brood may be destroyed by the work-
ers to conserve food stores; resulting in a reduced supply of drones when the weather improves 
and virgin queens are mating (it takes weeks for drones to emerge and develop to full sexuality).   
 
As beekeepers we need to be forward-thinking, assessing how what is happening to our colony 
today is going to affect its development in the coming weeks. 
 
There were other interesting lectures and seminars at the convention yesterday.  I have been asked 
to write a report of the day for the West Sussex newsletter; so if you didn’t go, read 
this month’s edition of the newsletter to see what you missed. 
 
 

Caroline 

Tales From An Out-Apiary 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-
periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 
the April edition no later than the 25th March.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

Bee Market & Auction 

Annual Bee Market & Auction - Saturday 21st April 2018 
 
The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association is again organising a Bee Market and Auction for the 
benefit of members and non members, with beekeepers attending from a very wide area.   
 
Auction details, Guidance Notes and the Entry Form are now available to download from the 
WSBKA website.  
 
If you have surplus beekeeping equipment you wish to sell the Closing date for entries is 11th 
April, or when 300 lots have been registered. 
 
Graham Elliott is the event organiser and he is looking for enthusiastic and willing volunteers to 

help on the day.  There are a variety of tasks, including helping in the 
auction ring and serving tea and coffee.  It’s a great atmosphere, with an 
amusing auctioneer, so why not offer your support! 
 
If you can spare some time (it doesn’t have to be the entire day) please 
contact Graham so that he can add your name to the list of helpers.   
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  
Tel: 01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281  
 

 

 

The 41st BBKA Spring Convention  

Harper Adams University, Newport, Shropshire  

Friday 13, Saturday 14, Sunday 15  April 2018 

With 20+ lectures and 50+ workshops, the programme offers topics for beginners through to ex-

perienced apiarists and something for non beekeepers too. 

Click here to go to booking web-site BookEventsandServices 
 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/britishbeekeepersassociation

